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Abstract 
Dharamshala Cricket Stadium commonly known as the Himachal Pradesh Cricket Association (HPCA) Stadium, stands as a 
remarkable fusion of natural beauty and modern sporting excellence. Nestled at an altitude of 1,457 meters in the majestic 
Dhauladhar range of the Himalayas, this stadium is renowned for its breathtaking backdrop and distinctive geographical 
setting. This research paper delves into the multifaceted aspects of the stadium, including its historical development, 
geographical location, architectural design, and pitch characteristics. It also examines the stadium’s growing significance in 
domestic and international cricket, as well as the global recognition it has gained due to its unique setting. Through this 
exploration, the paper highlights how the HPCA Stadium has not only become a prominent venue for cricket but also a symbol 
of Himachal Pradesh’s cultural and natural heritage. 
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Introduction 
The Dharamshala Cricket Stadium, officially known as the 
Himachal Pradesh Cricket Association (HPCA) Stadium, is 
one of the most spectacular and unique cricket grounds in 
the world [1, 2]. Nestled in the serene Kangra Valley of 
Himachal Pradesh, this stadium is located in the town of 
Dharamshala, which is globally recognized as the 
headquarters of the Tibetan government-in-exile and the 
residence of his holiness the Dalai Lama. 
What truly sets the Dharamshala stadium apart is its jaw-
dropping natural setting. Located at an altitude of 
approximately 1,457 meters (4,780 feet) above sea level, it 
is one of the highest international cricket stadiums in the 
world [9]. Surrounded by the majestic snow-capped 
Dhauladhar mountain range, this stadium offers not only 
top-tier sporting infrastructure but also a visually 
breathtaking experience that is unmatched anywhere else in 
the cricketing world. 
Cricket in India transcends the boundaries of sport, serving 
as a unifying cultural phenomenon that connects people 
across regions and backgrounds. Unlike the majority of 
Indian cricket stadiums, which are situated in plains or 
urban centers, the Dharamshala Cricket Stadium 
distinguishes itself through its elevated location, striking 
visual appeal, and serene atmosphere. More than just a 
venue for matches, it has captured global attention for 
demonstrating how modern sports infrastructure can 
harmoniously coexist with the natural environment, thereby 
redefining the traditional concept of cricket venues. 
 
Objectives 
1. To trace the historical development of the Dharamshala 

Cricket Stadium. 
2. To examine the geographical significance of the 

location of stadium in the Dhauladhar range. 
3. To analyze the architectural design and pitch 

characteristics of the stadium. 
4. To explore the facilities and amenities available in the 

Dharamshala Cricket Stadium 
5. To assess the role of the stadium in domestic and 

international cricket. 

6. To study the impact of the stadium on tourism and the 
cultural identity of Himachal Pradesh. 

7. To evaluate the global recognition and reputation of the 
HPCA Stadium as a unique cricketing venue. 

 
Methodology 
The present study follows a descriptive and analytical 
research design, making use of both primary and secondary 
sources of data. Primary data were collected through direct 
visits to the Dharamshala Cricket Stadium to assess its 
location, architectural features, and facilities. To supplement 
these observations, interviews were conducted with HPCA 
officials, players, ground staff, and spectators, providing 
valuable first-hand perspectives on the stadium’s 
development and significance. Secondary data were 
obtained from a wide range of reliable sources, including 
books, journals, and scholarly articles on sports architecture 
and cricket history. In addition, official reports and records 
from the Himachal Pradesh Cricket Association (HPCA), 
the Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI), and the 
International Cricket Council (ICC) were analyzed to ensure 
authenticity of information. Media sources such as news 
articles, documentaries, and other reports were also 
examined to capture public perception and the broader 
recognition of the stadium at national and international 
levels. Furthermore, government tourism statistics related to 
Dharamshala and Himachal Pradesh were reviewed to 
evaluate the stadium’s contribution to sports tourism and 
regional development. 
 
History and Development  
The vision for this cricket stadium was brought to life by the 
Himachal Pradesh Cricket Association (HPCA) under the 
leadership of then president Anurag Thakur, who later 
became the President of the Board of Control for Cricket in 
India (BCCI). The idea was to develop world class cricket 
infrastructure in a region previously untouched by 
international cricket, and Dharamshala with its stunning 
landscape and growing popularity as a tourist hub, was 
chosen as the ideal location [2]. 
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Construction of the stadium began in early 2000s and it was 
completed in 2003. Initially, the stadium hosted domestic 
matches such as Ranji Trophy games in 2004, but its 
growing popularity and excellent facilities soon attracted 
international attention. Over the years, the stadium 
underwent major upgrades to meet international standards, 
including modern pavilions, floodlights, and seating 
arrangements. 
As of June 2025, the Dharamshala Cricket Stadium, 
officially known as the Himachal Pradesh Cricket 
Association (HPCA) Stadium, has hosted a total of 20 
international matches across all major formats. This 
includes 2 test matches, with the first being held between 
India and Australia in march 2017, and the second against 
England in March 2024. The stadium has also witnessed 9 
One Day Internationals (ODIs), starting from its debut ODI 
in January 2013, featuring India and England, and including 
five high-profile matches during the ICC Cricket World Cup 
2023. In addition, 10 Twenty20 Internationals (T20Is) have 
been played here, beginning with the India vs South Africa 
clash in October 2015, and the most recent IPL T20 match 
at the Dharamshala (HPCA) stadium took place on May 4, 
2025, where the Punjab Kings faced the Lucknow Super 
Giants in Match 54 of IPL 2025. These matches reflect 
Dharamshala’s growing importance as a prominent venue in 
international cricket, known not only for its high-altitude 
and scenic beauty but also for hosting top-tier competitive 
fixtures. 
 
Location and Geography 
The Dharamshala Cricket Stadium is perched in the Jawahar 
Nagar locality of Dharamshala, within the Kangra district of 
Himachal Pradesh, India. Geographically positioned at 
approximately 32.1976° N latitude and 76.3259° E 
longitude, the stadium rests at an altitude of about 1,457 m 
(4,780 ft) above sea level [7,8]. It lies in the Kangra Valley, 
directly in the imposing shadow of the snow-capped 
Dhauladhar mountain range. This elevated Himalayan 
location not only enhances its breathtaking visual appeal but 
also exerts significant influence on on-field conditions, 
cooler temperatures and thinner mountain air affect ball 
flight, pace, and player endurance. The unique 
topographical setting of Dharamshala contributes to an 
unforgettable cricketing experience against a stunning 
natural backdrop. 
 
Architectural Features 
The HPCA Stadium is renowned for its unique Tibetan-
inspired architectural style which sets it apart from 
conventional cricket venues in India. The red-colored 
pagoda-style roofs and the open-air stands reflect cultural 
heritage of the surrounding Himalayan region [10]. The entire 
stadium design beautifully blends traditional Himalayan 
aesthetics with modern engineering, making it a symbol of 
cultural harmony and innovation. 
This architectural style not only enhances its aesthetic 
appeal but also symbolizes a unique blend of traditional 
Tibetan-Himalayan design and modern engineering. With a 
seating capacity of around 23,000, the stadium's open design 
ensures that spectators can enjoy unobstructed views of the 
snow-capped Dhauladhar mountain range from almost every 
seat [5]. The high-altitude location and thin mountain air 
contribute to distinct playing conditions, influencing ball 
movement and player stamina. A major innovation came in 

2024 when Dharamshala became the first stadium in India 
to install hybrid ryegrass a durable turf specially designed to 
withstand extreme weather and heavy usage. This 
advancement allows for year-round play while maintaining 
the quality and resilience of the outfield, reinforcing the 
stadium's reputation as a forward-thinking, world-class 
cricket venue. 
 
Playing Conditions and Pitch Characteristics 
The playing conditions at the Dharamshala Cricket Stadium 
are significantly influenced by its high-altitude location, 
sitting at approximately 1,457 meters above sea level. The 
thin mountain air at this elevation causes the ball to travel 
faster and swing less, often favoring batters who can 
capitalize on the quicker outfield [11]. However, early 
morning and late evening conditions, particularly in cooler 
months, can assist swing and seam bowlers due to moisture 
and changing air density. The pitch at Dharamshala 
typically offers true bounce and good carry, making it a 
balanced surface for both batters and bowlers [15]. In the 
initial overs, fast bowlers may find assistance, while 
spinners tend to come into play as the match progresses, 
especially in longer formats. The outfield is fast and well-
maintained, now enhanced with hybrid ryegrass, ensuring 
consistent ball roll and better durability throughout the year. 
Weather can also be a factor, as the region is prone to 
sudden rain showers and cold winds, particularly in early 
spring or late autumn. Overall, the Dharamshala pitch 
presents a fair contest between bat and ball, with conditions 
varying slightly depending on the season and time of day. 
 
Facilities and Amenities 
The Dharamshala Cricket Stadium is equipped with a wide 
range of modern facilities that cater to players, officials, 
media, and spectators alike. The venue features well-
appointed locker rooms for both teams, along with state-of-
the-art gym facilities, physiotherapy suites, and practice nets 
that allow athletes to fine-tune their skills in a professional 
environment. For officials and media personnel, the stadium 
offers dedicated commentary boxes, a press center with fast 
internet connectivity, and broadcasting infrastructure that 
meets international standards. Spectators enjoy comfortable 
seating across open-air stands, enhanced by easy access to 
food and beverage kiosks, public restrooms, and first-aid 
stations distributed thoughtfully throughout the grounds. For 
larger events, temporary hospitality suites and corporate 
boxes are installed to accommodate guests and sponsors. 
Accessibility has also been prioritized, with clearly marked 
entrances, wheelchair-friendly ramps, and assistance 
facilities. The stadium’s commitment to sustainability is 
evident in its use of LED floodlights, efficient water 
management systems, and green landscaping, all of which 
align with modern eco-friendly practices. Together, these 
amenities create an inclusive, comfortable, and professional-
level experience for everyone attending or participating in 
matches held in the picturesque Himalayan setting. 
The Asian Cricket Council has set up its first ever Centre of 
Excellence in Dharamsala to help the development of 
budding players and coaches from the subcontinent, and a 
few Associate nations was inaugurated in 2015, to provides 
training and coaching facilities for cricketers from across 
Asia [12]. 
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Cultural Significance and Tourism Impact 
Apart from its sporting excellence, the Dharamshala 
stadium has also played a significant role in promoting 
sports tourism in Himachal Pradesh. The town of 
Dharamshala is already popular for its Tibetan culture, 
Buddhist monasteries, trekking trails, and proximity to 
McLeod Ganj, and the presence of an international stadium 
has added another jewel to its crown. 
The Dharamshala Cricket Stadium holds immense cultural 
significance, both as a symbol of regional pride and as a 
bridge between sports and the unique heritage of Himachal 
Pradesh. Its Tibetan-style architecture and location in the 
spiritual heartland of Tibetan Buddhism close to the 
residence of the Dalai Lama make it much more than a 
sports venue. It stands as a cultural landmark that reflects 
the fusion of tradition and modernity. The stadium has also 
played a pivotal role in promoting sports tourism in the 
region. Surrounded by the snow-capped Dhauladhar 
mountains, it attracts thousands of visitors not just for 
international matches but also for its breathtaking scenery 
and serene atmosphere. Cricket fans, nature lovers, and 
cultural tourists alike are drawn to Dharamshala, boosting 
local businesses such as hotels, restaurants, and handicraft 
markets. The stadium has helped to put Dharamshala on the 
global map, transforming it from a spiritual and scenic 
retreat into a thriving tourist destination with international 
visibility. In essence, the HPCA Stadium serves as a 
powerful example of how sports infrastructure can 
positively influence local culture, economy, and global 
identity. 
Cricket fans from all over the world visit Dharamshala not 
just to witness exciting matches but also to enjoy the 
breathtaking views, clean mountain air, and spiritual 
tranquility of the region. For many, watching a match at this 
stadium is as much a pilgrimage of passion as a sporting 
experience. 
 
Players’ Views and International Praise 
Many national and international players have openly 
expressed admiration for the Dharamshala stadium. Former 
Indian captain MS Dhoni, Australian great Steve Smith, and 
South African batsman AB de Villiers have all called it one 
of the most beautiful grounds they’ve ever played at. 
The serene environment, combined with world-class 
infrastructure, creates a calming yet professional atmosphere 
that players deeply appreciate. It is not uncommon to see 
cricketers posting scenic photographs from the ground on 
their social media accounts. Some view of the cricketer has 
been mentioned as below: 
Jonny Bairstow (England batter) applauded the ground staff 
for preparing a remarkable pitch, even after hosting Ranji 
Trophy matches, highlighting their work under challenging 
weather conditions [14]. Pat Cummins (Australia captain) 
compared the Himalayan backdrop to Newlands in Cape 
Town, calling the venue stunning though he also advised 
players to be cautious due to a slightly uneven outfield [16]. 
Wasim Akram though joking about Pakistan’s inability to 
build similar venues, he echoed praise for Dharamsala, 
calling it “among one of the picturesque grounds going 
around in World Cricket” [18]. During IPL 2024, Virat Kohli 
has frequently praised the Dharamshala Cricket Stadium for 
its stunning views and atmosphere, calling it one of the most 
beautiful cricket grounds in the world. He said “One of the 
most beautiful grounds I’ve played on” [19]. 

Challenges 
Despite its global appeal and stunning location, the 
Dharamshala Cricket Stadium faces several challenges that 
affect its operations and hosting capacity. One of the 
primary issues is unpredictable weather conditions, 
especially during the monsoon and early spring seasons, 
which often lead to rain interruptions and match delays. The 
high-altitude setting, can pose logistical difficulties for 
teams and equipment transport, particularly during adverse 
weather or winter months when roads may become less 
accessible. Additionally, the region’s limited infrastructure 
for large-scale crowds, such as fewer direct flight 
connections and limited hotel availability during peak 
events, can be a constraint on tourism and event planning. 
Maintenance of the ground in extreme climatic conditions, 
including snowfall and heavy rain, requires advanced care 
and increases operational costs. Although the recent 
introduction of hybrid ryegrass turf has improved durability, 
ground management remains a constant challenge. 
Furthermore, being located in a relatively small town, the 
stadium occasionally struggles with network connectivity 
and media coverage infrastructure, especially during major 
international tournaments. Despite these hurdles, continuous 
upgrades and the support of the Himachal Pradesh Cricket 
Association have helped the venue maintain its reputation as 
one of India’s most unique cricketing destinations. 
 
Future Prospects 
The Dharamshala Cricket Stadium holds promising future 
prospects, both as a premier sporting venue and as a catalyst 
for regional development. There are active plans to develop 
the surrounding area into a cricket-cum-tourism hub, 
combining the appeal of world-class cricket with the natural 
and cultural richness of Himachal Pradesh. With improved 
infrastructure and growing global attention, the stadium is 
being considered for hosting more day-night Test matches, 
leveraging its advanced lighting system and unique high-
altitude atmosphere to offer a fresh experience for players 
and spectators. Furthermore, Dharamshala has the potential 
to serve as a model for constructing eco-friendly stadiums in 
other scenic or sensitive environments. Its use of hybrid 
ryegrass, sustainable water management, and energy-
efficient lighting reflects a strong commitment to 
environmental responsibility. As sports and sustainable 
tourism increasingly intersect, Dharamshala stands out as a 
pioneering example of how modern stadiums can be 
thoughtfully integrated into natural landscapes while 
promoting economic growth, cultural preservation, and 
global sporting excellence. 
 
Conclusion 
The Dharamshala Cricket Stadium stands as a shining 
example of how sport, nature, and culture can coexist in 
perfect harmony. It is not just a cricket ground; it is a 
cultural landmark, a tourist attraction, and a symbol of 
Himachal Pradesh’s rising stature in Indian and global 
cricket. Its blend of modern amenities, ecological 
awareness, and traditional aesthetics makes it one of the 
most unique sporting venues in the world. As cricket 
continues to grow, the Dharamshala stadium will 
undoubtedly remain a treasured venue for fans and players 
alike. 
The Dharamshala Cricket Stadium is not just a sports venue 
it is a celebration of natural beauty, cultural harmony, and 
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modern cricket. It stands as a symbol of how infrastructure 
can coexist with the environment. As India continues to 
develop as a global cricketing superpower, stadiums like 
Dharamshala reflect the country’s rich diversity and vision. 
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